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guised by a heavy turban, and accompanied only by a party
of twelve cameleers. He at once entered the great mosque
where the whole town was assembled for prayers, and mounted
the pulpit. His address began with a quotation from a
classical poet:

'I am he who scattereth darkness, and climbeth lofty summits.
As I lift the turban from my face ye shall know me.3

Uncovering his face, he cast his eye over the congregation
and continued : c O people of Kufa, certain am I that I see
heads ripe for cutting, and verily I am the man to do it.
Methinks I see blood between the turbans and the beards!'
Writers of the Abbasid period who were no doubt prejudiced
against an Oniayyad governor of the previous regime, declare
that 120,000 Iraqis were victims of his tyranny, and attribute
to his character a high degree of impiety and even gluttony.
But it is at least certain that with the help of his faithful
Syrian bodyguards he accomplished all that Abdul Malik sent
him to Iraq to do.

It is not necessary to observe in detail the fortunes of all
the subsequent Omayyad Caliphs. The last one with any
pretensions to statesmanship was Abdul Malik's fourth son
Hisham. His own son in turn was killed in a hunting accident,
and the chapter ends with the father's disillusioned comment,
which is still sometimes quoted : 41 brought him up for the
Caliphate and he pursues a fox ! '. The governor of Iraq in
Hisham's time was convicted of misappropriating thirteen
million dirhams out of the public funds, and this may be
considered as symptomatic of the corruption in the body politic
at the tail-end of the Omayyad dynasty, which eventually
rendered it an easy prey to its Abbasid rivals.

These Abbasids were the descendants of Abbas, the uncle
of the Prophet, and were of the Hashimite branch of the
Quraish tribe. The process by which they rose to power,
increasing and organizing their supporters until they were
able to destroy the authority of Damascus and assume control
of the Arab world, has been described as cthe earliest and
most subtle propaganda movement in political Islam'. It was
Abbas* great-great-grandson, Abu-1-Abbas, who eventually
headed an open insurrection. He seized Kufa and was tliere
enthroned as Caliph, with a bodyguard drawn from his